
 

                                          
 
 

 

 

 

 

April 21, 2017 

Protect your children, immunize them 
23rd Annual National Infant Immunization Week: April 22–April 29 
 

SARASOTA COUNTY Protect your young children from 14 serious diseases with vaccinations.  
April 22–April 29 is National Infant Immunization Week, a reminder for parents to talk with your child’s health 
care provider or call the Florida Department of Health in Sarasota County (DOH-Sarasota) about vaccines your 
baby or child may need.   
 
“Vaccination is one the most important ways you can protect your young children from many serious and life 
threatening diseases. It may seem like polio, whooping cough, chickenpox, mumps and measles are not 
around anymore, but in recent years we have seen outbreaks of 
measles and mumps spread rapidly across several states. They are 
only a plane-ride away,” says Florida Department of Health in Sarasota 
County (DOH-Sarasota) Medical Director William Heymann, M.D.  
 
Health officials say when there is good “herd or community  
immunity,” those too young or too sick to be vaccinated are protected 
from potentially life threatening diseases. “We lose that protection when 
we let our guard down,” adds Dr. Heymann.   
 
As parents consider the value of vaccines and your child’s vaccination 
schedule, it is important to review information from credible sources. 
“Talk with your child’s pediatrician who knows the science about vaccines and has an understanding of your 
child’s health history,” says DOH-Sarasota Immunization Program Director Donna Keith. “We can also answer 
your vaccine questions.”  
 
Get the facts. Learn more from mom and pediatrician Jeanne Santoli as she responds to questions while 
attending a Moms Morning Out Group. 
 
Parents who are doing their own research on vaccines are encouraged to visit these websites:  

American Academy of Pediatrics http://www2.aap.org/immunization/  

CDC http://www2a.cdc.gov/nip/kidstuff/newscheduler_le/ 

DOH-Sarasota  www.sarasotahealth.org 

Vaccinate your baby http://www.vaccinateyourbaby.org/ 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3uVvq7dbf4s&list=PL807F3A190A32DF2E&index=48a
http://www2.aap.org/immunization/
http://www2a.cdc.gov/nip/kidstuff/newscheduler_le/
http://www.sarasotahealth.org/
http://www.vaccinateyourbaby.org/


 

                                          
 
 

 

 

 

 

Early morning hours are best for walk-in services and appointments are also available. A parent or legal 
guardian must be present. Please bring prior shot records. 
   

William L. Little Health & Human Services Center 
2200 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota 
Walk-in services begin at 7:30 a.m. 
Call for hours or to request an appointment 
941-861-2784 
 
North Port Health Center 
6950 Outreach Way, North Port 
Call for hours or to request an appointment 
941-861-3864 
 
About the Florida Department of Health 
The department, nationally accredited by the Public Health Accreditation Board, works to protect, promote and 
improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated state, county and community efforts. Follow us on 
Twitter at @HealthyFla and on Facebook. For more information about the Florida Department of Health please 
visit www.FloridaHealth.gov. 
 
For more information, visit www.sarasotahealth.org or call 941-861-2900. 
 

Sarasota County prohibits discrimination in all services, programs or activities. 
View the complete policy at www.scgov.net/ADA/Pages/default.aspx 

                             _________________________________________________________ 
                                                  MEDIA NOTES: 

DOH-Sarasota Media Contact: Dianne Shipley, 941-861-2852; cell 941-302-1058; 
DOHSarasotaNews@FLHealth.gov Website: www.sarasotahealth.org 
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